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Cambyses-vein of oratory: nay the Commune itself
comes, with Mayor Pache at its head; and with ques-
tion not of Hubert and the Twenty-two alone, but with
this ominous old question made new, * Can you save
the Republic, or must we do it ?' To whom President
Max Isnard makes fiery answer: If by fatal chance, in
any of those tumults which since the Tenth of March
are ever returning, Paris were to lift a sacrilegious finger
against the National Representation, France would rise
as one man, in never-imagined vengeance, and shortly
* the traveller would ask, on which side of the Seine
Paris had stood !' * Whereat the Mountain bellows
only louder, and every Gallery; Patriot Paris boiling
round.

And Girondin Valaze has nightly conclaves at his
house; sends billets,' Come punctually, and well armed,
for there is to be business'. And Megaera women
perambulate the streets, with flags, with lamentable
attdeu.* And the Convention-doors are obstructed by
roaring multitudes: fine-spoken Hommea tfltot are
hustled, maltreated, as they pass; Marat will apostro-
phize you, in such death-peril, and say, Thou too art of
them. If Roland ask leave to quit Paris, there is
order of the day. What help ? Substitute Hebert,
Apostle Varlet, must be given back; to be crowned
with oak-garlands. The Commission of Twelve, in
a Convention overwhelmed with roaring Sections, is
broken; then on the morrow, in a Convention of rallied
Girondins, is reinstated. Dim Chaos, or the sea of
troubles, is struggling through all its elements; writhing
and chafing towards some Creation.

1 Monitenr, Seance du 25 Mai 1793.

a Meillan, M&noires, p. 195 j Buzot, pp. 69, 84.